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LAT11S CHRISTIANITY.

BOOK VIII,

hopeless than this spot; it suited their rigid mood;
they had more than once the satisfaction of almost perish-
ing by famine. The monastery of Citeaux had not yet
softened away the savage character of the wilderness
around when it opened its gates to Bernard of Clairvaux.
Stephen Harding had become its abbot, and Stephen
was the true founder of the Cistercian Order.

Stephen Harding had been bestowed as an offering
by his pious parents on the monastery of Sherborne in
Dorsetshire. There he received his education, there he
was fed with cravings for higher devotion which Sher-
borne could not satisfy. He wandered as a pilgrim to
Borne; he returned with his spiritual wants still more
pressing, more fastidious, more insatiate. Among the
brethren of Molesme he found for a time a relief for his
soul's necessities: but even from Molesme he was driven
forth in search of profound peace, of more full satisfac-
tion ; and he was among the seven who retired into the
more desolate and unapproachable Citeaux.m
Yet already had Citeaux, though still rude and
struggling, as it were, with the forest and the marsh,
acquired fame. Odo, the mighty Duke of Burgundy,,
the first patron of the new community, had died in the
Holy Land, Ere he expired he commanded that his
remains should not rest in the vaults of his cathedral at
Dijon, or any of the more stately abbeys of his land,,
where there were lordly prelates or chapters of priests
to celebrate daily the splendid masses with their solemn
music for his soul. He desired that they should rest in
the humble chapel of Citeaux, blessed by the more pre~

Citeaux.

m Compare the Life of Harding, in
the Lives of the English Saints. If
the writers of some of these biogra-
phies had condescended to write history

rather than to revive legend, they
might, from their research and exquisite
charm of style, have enriched our
literature.